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2016 INVEST IN SUCCESS

CALL FOR PRESENTERS
2016 INVEST IN SUCCESS

SPEAKER PROPOSAL

 ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
The Montana Small Business Development Center Network (SBDC) organizes an annual statewide small business conference that is designed to provide small business owners and entrepreneurs in Montana the opportunity to obtain relevant business knowledge and enhance their financial, managerial and technical skills through workshops and seminars.  Invest in Success is a two-day conference that includes local business tours, a networking reception, a renowned keynote speaker and multiple breakout sessions.

The 2016 Invest in Success Conference will be held March 15 & 16, 2016 at MSU Northern in Havre, MT.  Last year’s conference held in Helena surpassed expectations and attracted 250 + small business owners, entrepreneurs, and other participants. 
The conference continues to focus on leading businesses into the future with problem solving by opportunity creating sessions that will benefit their business tomorrow.

PROPOSALS

The Montana SBDC Network is requesting proposals for breakout sessions at the Invest in Success conference on March 16, 2016.  The theme for 2016 is “Solving Problems by Creating Opportunities.”  Our goal is for people to leave the conference with new ideas to solve problems and make their businesses more successful. 

We will offer workshops that focus on Leadership, Marketing, Customer Relations, IT Technology, Financial Management, Technical Training for Specific Industries, and Business Start Up.  Attendees can choose which sessions to attend throughout the day. Various industries and skill levels will be represented.  Breakout sessions generally average 20 – 40 attendees. 
The SBDC Network is interested in proposals for workshops topics addressing:

· Customer Relations
· Effective Sales and Marketing 
· Financial Management/Tools
· Getting Started in Business

· Human Resources 
· Leadership and Employee Development
· Legal Issues

· Manufacturing –Lean-Performance-Business to Business
· Social Media and Marketing Methods
· Technical Skills and Information for Specific Industries 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

1. Proposals must be submitted on the 2016 Invest in Success Application Form (next page).
2. Submit a Brief Bio (1 paragraph) and head shot with your application
3. Please make a copy for your own records.

4. All communications will be sent only to the primary presenter.

5. No more than two proposals will be accepted from an individual and/or organization.

6. Please submit proposals by Friday, September 30th 2015 to Lorene Hintz at sbdc@gndc.org
If your proposal is accepted, you will be contacted for A/V requirements and other presentation preparations.  Additional information may be requested for use in promotional materials.
SELECTION CRITERIA

Proposals will be assessed based on their relevance, quality of content, diversification of topic, and perceived value for the target market.
Questions?  Lorene Hintz 406-653-2590 sbdc@gndc.org 
	Workshop Name
	 


	Primary Presenter
	 


	Organization
	 


	Mailing Address
	 


	Phone
	 


	E-mail
	 


	Co-Presenter
	 



	WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION (Attach additional paper if necessary)

	


	Skill Level
	
	Fundamental
	 
	Intermediate
	 
	Advanced

	Length of Session
	 
	1 Hour
	
	1 Hours
	 
	Other:


	BENEFITS TO ATTENDEE (Attach additional paper if necessary)

	


	PRESENTER QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE (BIO) (Attach additional paper if necessary)

	


I understand that if my proposal is accepted, the Montana SBDC is authorized to use pictures and video clips of the workshop.  My contact information may be used to advise me of future SBDC events.  I understand the above terms and assure that all the information in this proposal is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
Signature:






Date:





The Montana SBDC is funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.
Reasonable accommodations will be provided if requested at least two weeks in advance.


